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Description: 

Coccolithus hantoniensis HoDSON & WEST, 1970 

Fig. 7 - Coccolithus hantoniensis n . sp. Bolo
type, distal view, E.427. 

Coccolithus 
hantoniensis 

Placoliths with an oval outline cohststmg of two shields. A steeply sloping outer rim sur
rounds a slightly inward sloping central area or platform occupying 60% to 70% of the di
ameter of the complete coccolith. An oval central perforation within this platform occupies 
about 20% or 30% of the diameter. In one specimen there are indications of a broken bridge 
across the perforation. The number of rays ranges from 32 to 38, the holotype having about 
38 rays. 

Dimensions : Holotype: Diameter: 5.8 11. X 4.8 !l.i central area: 4.5 11. X 3.3 !l.i perforation: 
2.1 !1. X 1.2 !1.· 

Paratype: Complete placolith: 4.2 11. X 3.7 !J., 5.0 11. X 4.5 !J., 5.8 11. X 4.4 !J., 4.7 11. X 4.3 !1.· 

Remarks: 

The outer rays are almost rectangularly terminated but may show very slight rounding. They 
overlap and their surfaces are flat. The central area is oval with a serrated margin and it con
sists of about 34 radial elements with slightly serrated boundaries. The central perforation is 
sharply defined and well-developed and appears to have vertical walls. 
This form is smaller than C. lusitanicus BLACK and the perforation is smaller relative to the 
whole specimen. The species is appreciably more oval than either C. lusitanicus or C. di
aphragma although it bears some resemblance to some examples of the latter species. 

Type level: 

Eocene. Bed M, Upper Bracklesham Beds. 
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Type locality: 

Fawley, Hampshire, England. 

Depository: 

Collection of electronmicrographs in the Department of Geology, University of Southampton. 
Holotype: E.427; paratypes: E.311, E.469, E.606, E.664. 

Author: 

Hodson F. and West I.M., 1970, p. 177; pl. 4, fig. 7. 

Reference: 

Calcareous nannoplankton from an upper Bracklesham horizon at Fawley, Hampshire. Revue 
de Micropal., vol. 13, n° 3, pp. 165-187, pis. 1-4, text-figs. 1-4. 
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